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scriptures and gods, saints and prophets, and extends in its ulti-
mate range to the great infinitude itself. It is the message which
India awaits to deliver to the world, and which the world is
anxiously awaiting to receive from India. And in giving an
effective and practical turn to the state of things as existing at
present, which, undoubtedly, is the most critical not only of our
but even of the world's history, lies the secret of the mission
of persons like Swami Vivekananda and our Gopalakrishnayya,
Mahatma Gandhi and Sree Aurobindo Ghosh.

CHAPTER   XVI

ON BRAHMAN, BRAHMINS AND BRAHMANISM

In the last chapter, we have read of Gopalakrishnayya's
jail message of Brahmanisation; but before we proceed, we should
pause a while and dilate a little on that much abstruse and
highly philosophic concept of Brahman, which is the bedrock
of Brahmanism in India, and verily the goal of our religion,
ancient, mediaeval and modern; in the past, present and in future.

Gopalakrishnayya himself, we have seen, had said in one
of his jottings: "All beings run a race to Brahman... The
true history of India relates to the dynasty of Brahman. Brahman
rules from infinite to infinite, undisputed, absolute. "

Prof. Mac Donnel, in his History of Sanskrit Literature
says : *c This word (Brahman) is the very epitome of religious
thought in India, The two conceptions, Atman and Brahman9
are commonly treated as synonymous in the Upanishads. But,
strictly speaking, Brahman, the older term, represents the cosmical
principle, Atman the physical principle manifested in man; and

. the latter as the known is  used  to  explain the former as  the

, unknown. " "  ,

Prof. Max Muller says: cc There is and there can be one
yeality only, whether we call it God, the Infinite, or the Absolute,